
South Asia Genomic Healthcare Alliance [SAGHA]

“To organise and lead a 
professional group for 
promoting and 
supporting the genomic 
applications and 
translations in medicine 
and healthcare across 
South Asia”
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Figure-2:	The	current	political	map	of	the	South	Asia	region;	the	South	Asia	includes	
Afghanistan,	 Pakistan,	 India,	 Nepal,	 Bhutan,	 Bangladesh	 and	 Sri	 Lanka	 (shown	 in	
red).	
	
The	 new	 expanded	 UKIGMA	 includes	 neighboring	 nations	 (Figure-2).	 In	 the	
northwest	 sector,	 the	 scope	 and	 remit	 are	 broadened	 with	 the	 inclusion	 of	
Afghanistan	 and	 Pakistan.	 In	 the	 northeast,	 Nepal,	 Bhutan,	 Bangladesh	 and	
possibly	Myanmar	are	included.	It	is	anticipated	that	in	future	other	nations	from	
the	Western	Asia	and	the	Southeast	Asia	might	also	be	included.	All	these	Low	and	
Middle	 Income	 Countries	 (LMICs)	 have	 very	 basic	 infrastructure	 and	 healthcare	
facilities	 to	 cater	 diverse	 and	 distinct	 ethnic	 peoples.	 Work	 has	 already	
commenced	by	setting	up	the	northwest	and	northeast	genomics	consortia.	Initial	
response	 is	 overwhelmingly	 positive	 and	 very	 encouraging.	 However,	 major	
challenges	 and	 hurdles	 are	 likely	 due	 to	 inevitable	 intra-regional	 political	 and	
socio-economic	variations.	
	
The	current	projects	are	included	in	the	newly	structured	SAGHA.	In	addition,	the	
work	 has	 commended	 for	 developing	 a	 multi-author	 edited	 book	 (Editors-	
Dhavendra	Kumar	&	Kumarsamy	Thangaraj),	 the	 ‘Medical	and	Health	Genomics	
of	South	Asia’	commissioned	by	Elsevier,	the	leading	life	sciences	publisher.		
	
	



Current projects of SAGHA

•Indo-UK Genetic Education Forum 
•South Asia Birth Defects Consortium 
•Indian cancer genetics interest group 
•South Asia cardiovascular genomics consortium 
•Decipher India (South Asia) consortium 
•South Asia Pharmacogenomics Consortium 
•South Asia Genome Ethics consortium 


